<
~1

1611-16] BIARD'S RELATION, 1616

we cannot assign the cause to the mountains, for we
have not seen any very high ones there, such as our
Sevenes, Mesain, Chartreuse, and a large part of
Auvergne, Velay, Dauphiné and Provence; and it
would be out of all question that so slight an eleva-
tion as is to be seen in Norembegue, could cause so
great a variation in such a vast extent of country;
also the great cold of that country does not come from
the coast,where the greatest elevations are tobe found,
which is the Northeast (as you can see from the
chart), but from the Northwest, which is entirely flat.

Here the defenders of silent forces hold them-
selves well intrenched in their Fortress and simply
advance their defensive weapons, i. e., [21] their un-
known causes, saying that there is an inexplicable
something in the sky which causes this effect upon
these lands: and also Drake, traversing the sea West
of this country, in the region of New Albion, below
the strait of Auian, at 40° 42° and 44° North lati-
tude, encountered such severe cold that he was forced
to turn back."” Likewise that in the Counibas ™ coun-
try, which is in the same latitude in the interior of
the continent, the Spaniards found high mountains,
and such severe cold, that they could not remain
there; that those countries, from which comes the
most severe cold, are West of us, and that this might
well be the cause of these frosts and fogs, through a
continuous current of air. But why, both in new
Albion and in the Connibas country, does it become
so cold? We [22] cannot know the cause thereof,
they say, and must believe that there are certain in-
fluences, which we do not discover. They must give
the cold rather strong wings to make it come to us
from four or five hundred leagues. For I believe



